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Mastercard said on Wednesday it was planning to offer support for some

cryptocurrencies on its network this year, joining a string of big-ticket firms

that have pledged similar support. The credit-card giant’s announcement

comes days after Elon Musk’s Tesla revealed it had purchased $1.5 billion of

Bitcoin and would soon accept it as a form of payment.

MASTERCARD TO OPEN UP NETWORK TO
SELECT CRYPTOCURRENCIES

by Helen Partz, writing for Cointelegraph

The recent surge of Bitcoin price has driven notable growth in the amount of

electricity consumed by miners, spurring another wave of argument in the

community over the ecology of the seminal cryptocurrency. Bitcoin is now

estimated to consume around 77.8 TWh per year, which is as much power as

consumed by Chile. 

SURGE IN BITCOIN ENERGY CONSUMPTION
SPARKS DEBATE IN CRYPTO COMMUNITY
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The publicly listed firm Tesla has announced in a Securities and Exchange

Commission (SEC) filing that the company has purchased $1.5 billion worth of

Bitcoin (BTC). When the news broke, the price of the leading crypto asset jumped

well over 15%, touching a new all-time price high at $44,899 per coin.

Additionally, Tesla detailed in the filing that the company will begin to accept

BTC as a form of payment for Tesla products.

TESLA INVESTS $1.5 BILLION IN BITCOIN,
PLANS TO ACCEPT BTC FOR PRODUCTS

by Danny Nelson, writing

for Coindesk

Amazon’s grip on the

internet economy appears

to be coming for currency

next, with the e-commerce

giant preparing to launch

a “digital currency” project

in Mexico. The yet-to-be-

announced project, which

Amazon sketched out

across a series of recent

job posts, appears to be an

effort to keep lucrative

Prime customers eternally

plugged into Amazon’s

platform.

AMAZON IS
PREPARING TO
LAUNCH ‘DIGITAL
CURRENCY’ IN
MEXICO

by Jamie Redman, writing for Bitcoin.com

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-crypto-currency-mastercard-idUSKBN2AA2WF
https://cointelegraph.com/news/surge-in-bitcoin-energy-consumption-sparks-debate-in-crypto-community
https://news.bitcoin.com/tesla-has-1-5-billion-worth-of-bitcoin-on-its-balance-sheet-plans-to-accept-btc-for-products/
https://www.coindesk.com/amazon-digital-currency-mexico


Up-and-running Bitcoin miners may have enjoyed the relatively slow growth

of the network's mining difficulty over the past few months, in comparison

to BTC's eye-popping price increases. Although mining difficulty did adjust

to a new all-time high on January 9, it actually only increased by 3.5%

compared to the previous high of 19.9 trillion, recorded on October 18. 

BITCOIN MINERS MAY LOVE SLOW
DIFFICULTY GROWTH, BUT WILL IT LAST?
by Wolfie Zhao, writing for The Block Crypto

by Bitcoinist

On the surface, ‘Crypto’ and ‘Gaming’ seem like an intuitive couple, yet the

current landscape of these largely complementary industries reveals that the

fusion of the two is still very much under construction. The challenges posed

by accessibility, reach, design, function and a plethora of others immediately

springing to mind are bravely being tackled by many crypto and tech wizards,

yet only a handful are pioneering this evolution.

ANALYSIS: WHAT HAPPENS WHEN
BLOCKCHAIN-MEETS-CRYPTO-MEETS-GAMING?

by Lucas Cacioli, writing for Blockchain News

Japanese Finance Minister Taro Aso announced earlier this week that the G7

financial leaders would kick off debate on Friday on emerging market debt

problems, implementation of digital taxation and central bank digital

currency. The G7 is an inter-government cooperation of seven of the world’s

largest economies—the United States, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan,

and the United Kingdom.

JAPAN’S FM: CBDC AND DIGITAL TAX 
ARE PART OF THIS WEEK'S G7 MEETING

by Sebastian Sinclair, writing for Coindesk

Rows of latest-model laptops, highly sought after by the gaming community,

have been spotted in China being used to mine cryptocurrency. In tweets posted

on Wednesday, images show a room filled with “several hundred” gaming laptops

said to be kitted out with Nvidia RTX 30-series graphics processing units (GPUs).

REPORT: CRYPTO MINING FARM SPOTTED
USING NVIDIA RTX 30 GAMING LAPTOPS

by Jacob Rozen, writing for

Coingeek

The global chip shortage is

disrupting production across a

worldwide array of products,

including automobiles,

consumer electronics, and,

yes, even blockchain mining.

Semiconductors are the

backbone of electronics,

powering everything from

iPhones to Toyota cars.

GLOBAL CHIP
SHORTAGE HITS
BLOCK REWARD
MINING SECTOR
IN CHINA

And that is all we have for
you this week. Feel free to
write to us on
contact@digitalmining.org
with questions and
comments!

This week in What Bitcoin Did,

Dan Held, the Director of

Business Development at

Kraken, talks Bitcoin market

cycles, the halving's impact,

and the catalysts that could

make this cycle a supercycle.

Listen to the episode here.
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